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MOSCOW FOR AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON FROM AMBASSADOR WRIGGINS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS, CE, UNGA 

SUB J : DISCUSSION WITH B.J. FERNANDO, NEW PERMREP TO UN 

1 . AT A DINNER AT FORMER AMBASSADOR WEERASINGHE'S, NEW UN 
PERMREP FERNANDO DESCRIBED WITH SATISFACTION HIS TWO HOUR 
INTERROGATION BY A NEW MULTI-PARTY SELECTION COMMITTEE ANA- 
LOGOUS TO OUR CONFIRMATION HEARING. NEW DECLARATION OF ASSETS 
REQUIREMENTS HAVE DISCOURAGED SOME FROM ACCEPTING APPOINTIVE 
OFFICE. HE THOUGHT HE HAD HELPED A NUMBER OF MP'S UNDERSTAND 
BETTER THE ROLE OF PERMREP TO THE UN. HE STRESSED THE IN- 
CREASED IMPORT ANC THE GSL WOULD BE ATTACHING TO THE ECONOMICS 
OF THEIR FOREIGN POLICY WHILE NO LONGER WOULD THE FOREIGN 
SERVICE BE SPOKESMEN FOR "SOME VAGUE ENTITY" UP THERE (G-77) 

WHICH HAS LITTLE DIRECT CONNECTION WITH THE INTERESTS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OR PEOPLE OF THE GSL. HE REITERATED HIS PERSONAL 
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VIEW THAT GSL HAD MADE A MISTAKE WHEN IT BROKE WITH ISRAEL 
IN 1970, NO GAIN AND VISIBLE LOSS. 

2. TOWARD THE END OF THE EVENING HE TOOK ME ASIDE AND WANTED 
TO BE SURE I APPRECIATED THE FOLLOWING POINTS ON LOS: 

3. AS NEXT HEAD OF GSL DELEGATION TO LOS, HE WAS DETERMINED 
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TO WORK DILIGENTLY TOWARD AN AGREEMENT AT THIS SESSION. 

4. HE SAW IMPORTANT SRI LANKA INTERESTS TO BE PROTECTED BY 
AN AGREEMENT. 

5. HE BELIVES FROM SOUNDINGS IN NEW YORK THAT MOST OTHER 
COUNTRIES ALSO ARE ANXIOUS TO CONCLUDE AN AGREEMENT. 

6. ON AMERASINGHE, HE INDICATED THAT GSL WOULD BE DELIGHTED 
IF THE UN WOULD TAKE HIM ON SO THAT HE COULD PRESIDE AT UP- 
COMING AND HOPEFULLY FINAL LOS CONFERENCE. I INDICATED OUR 
UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS WAS CONSTITUTIONALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
THE UN. TO MY QUESTION, MIGHT THE GSL APPOINT HIM AS AN 
ADVISOR OR MEMBER OF THE DELEGATION TO PERMIT CHAIRMANSHIP. 

HE REPLIED HE PERSONALLY THOUGHT THIS A MOST NATURAL IDEA 

AND HOPED IT WOULD COME ABOUT BUT WAS NOT YET CERTAIN. EARLIER 
IN THE DINNER HE INDICATED AMERASINGHE HAD ASKED FOR LEAVE 
TO BEGIN FEBRUARY 18 WHICH EXPLAINS FERNANDO’S DEPARTURE FOR 
NEW YORK IN MID-FEBRUARY INSTEAD OF MID-MARCH AS EARLIER 
ANNOUNCED. 

7. HE HAD JUST READ ELLIOTT RICHARDSON'S SPEECH AND EXPRESSED 
THE HOPE THAT THERE WAS SOME FLEXIBILITY IN THE U.S. POSITION 
AND WONDERED ALOUD WHY THE U.S. HAD ITSELF TAKEN A PUBLIC 
POSITION ON CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES IT WOULD BE HARD TO STEP 
BACK FROM IN NEGOTIATIONS INSTEAD OF HAVING SOMEONE ELSE BE 
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OUT IN FRONT ON BEHALF OF SUCH A FORMULATION. I SAID I THOUGHT 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN SO MUCH SLIPPAGE IN PAST SESSIONS, RICH- 
ARDSON HAD THOUGHT IT WELL TO LAY OUT A WELL-CONSIDERED POSITION 
THAT REPRESENTED THE SHARED INTERESTS OF BOTH CONTENDING GROUPS. 

8. FERNANDO HOPED I WOULD EXPRESS TO RICHARDSON HIS READI- 
NESS TO DO ALL HE COULD TO ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE 
LEADING TO AGREEMENT. 

9. COMMENT: HE SEEMED TO BE TRYING TO REASSURE ME THAT EVEN 
THOUGH THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE IN THE LEADERSHIP OF GSL'S 
DELEGATION TO THE LOS, THERE WOULD BE NO LESS AN INTEREST IN 
PUSHING TOWARD A MUTUALLY AGREED RESOLUTION. I DID NOT PRESS 
ON AMERASINGHE'S ROLE ON THE ASSUMPTION WALDHEIM'S REPRE- 
SENTATIVE HAD DONE HIS BEST AND WE WILL KNOW THE RESULT SHORTLY. 
WRIGGINS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW OF THE SEA, SOCIAL RECEPTIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, MEETING DELEGATIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 26 jan 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978COLOMB00442 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780042-0175 
Format: TEL 
From: COLOMBO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 21 /aaaaareb. tel 

Line Count: 110 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 554709e0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3712008 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DISCUSSION WITH B.J. FERNANDO, NEW PERMREP TO UN 
TAGS: PLOS, PDIP, PORG, CE, UNGA, (FERNANDO, B J) 

To: USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/554709e0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



